generaled by Shirkuh and was forced to
retire to Palestine without offering battle.
Shirkuh and Salah ud-Din with their
Syrian troops entered Cairo amidst the
cheering crowd. The Khalifa gave
audience to Shirkuh and invested him
with the robe of honour. The treacherous
Shawar was beheaded by the order of the
Khalifa and his place was offered to the
gallant Shirkuh with the title of Al-Malik
an-Nasir. Shirkuh enjoyed his position
* for only two months for he died suddenly
on March 23rd 1169 A.D. and his place
was given to his nephew Salah ud-Din.
Two years later the death of Khalifa Al-
Adid brought about the fall of the Shiah
Khilafat and the formation of an inde-
pendent monarchy in Egypt under Salah
ud-Din.

0Before we study the
monuments raised by the Ayyubite dy-
nasty, it is advisable to know something
about its founder and his rule, which
though brief was the most glorious in the
history of Muslim Egypt. Salah ud-Din
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